
CHORDS
Harmony:
The musical result of pitches sounding together.

Chord
:
Harmonic unit with at least three different pitches sounding simultaneously. 

Triad:

Three-tone chord comprising the root, third and fifth with specific intervals between each.

Qualities: Major  -  

(root) M3 (third) m3 (fifth) – P5 from root-fifth
     Minor  -  

(root) m3 (third) M3 (fifth) – P5 from root-fifth
     Diminished  - 
(root) m3 (third) m3 (fifth) – d5 from root-fifth
     Augmented  - 
(root) M3 (third) M3 (fifth) – A5 from root-fifth
Root:

The note upon which a triad is built.
Inversion:
A chord is inverted when the root is not the lowest sounding pitch.
Root position - (no symbol) the Root is the lowest pitch of the chord
First inversion  - (6 ) the Third is the lowest pitch of the chord
Second inversion  - (64 ) the Fifth is the lowest pitch of the chord
Primary triads: Triads with scale degrees 1, 4, & 5 as the root (labeled I, IV and V)
Secondary triads: Triads with scale degrees 2, 3, 6, & 7as the root (ii, iii, vi and viio)
Harmonic Analysis: Each chord quality has its own symbol type in…
Roman Numeral (RN) analysis -
Major = I, minor = i, diminished = viio, Augmented = I+
Macro analysis (chord chart / lead sheet / “fake book” notation) -
Employs letter names to indicate the roots of chords, accompanied by specific symbols to depict chord quality. C = C major triad (no symbol); Bb+ = Bb augmented triad; F#o = F# diminished triad; Amin = A minor triad
Seventh Chords:
Formed by adding another third above the fifth triad factor. These four-note chords have their own set of inversions and symbols in both RN and macro analysis, based on the symbols used for triads.



INVERSIONS: Root position (7) • Root = lowest sounding pitch






   First Inversion (65) • Third = lowest sounding pitch






   Second Inv. (43) • Fifth = lowest sounding pitch






   Third Inv. (42 or 2) • Seventh = lowest sounding pitch
Figured bass
Consists of a bass line and added figures (numbers) indicating type of harmony.

Popular music
A melody line with chord symbols written above is called a lead sheet or fake sheet.
